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KOOMBANA BAY GROYNE 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [12.50 pm]:  It was with great pleasure last week that the Premier and I were able to 
finally bring an end to a long-run saga by providing $200 000 to extend and cap the Koombana Bay groyne.  The 
groyne is on public land adjoining the Koombana Bay Sailing Club and is currently a disjointed collection of 
breakwater rocks and boulders.  It serves a purpose but is virtually unusable by the local community.  The 
capping and extension will add 70 metres to the groyne and turning it to the west will prevent the destruction 
caused by north westerly winter storms.  It will also have a hard surface that will allow people to walk and fish 
along it.  In addition, it will have a service corridor to facilitate servicing of boats and yachts. 

Currently, Bunbury is the only coastal city in Western Australia without a public jetty.  This development will 
enhance tourism in Bunbury and should induce a lot of passing yachts to call in.  The groyne and jetty will 
provide a step-off point for the dolphin tours of the bay.  Because of its strategic placement, this will pose some 
problems for its use - but what a lovely set of problems to have!  The upgrade is just the start of a full 
redevelopment of the outer harbour, perhaps the largest single development in Bunbury’s history.  As reported 
by the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce, it is a $250 million investment.   

There have been many people associated with this proposal over the past 15 years.  In particular I make special 
mention of a past Commodore of the Koombana Bay Sailing Club, Judy Talbot.  She has been a constant driving 
force and has never been willing to quit.  I thank her for keeping me on-task and I appreciate her patience and 
understanding of the process we had to go through to get this successful outcome.  Other members of the public 
on the ad hoc committee include David Pyke, John Bartley, Dom Figliomeni, Malcolm Bryant and Theo Naude.  
Many thanks to them all. 
 


